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A LETTER FROM AMERICA

Date : Fri, 5 Mar. 2004,10:03:57-0500 (EST)

From : ‘Divas sanwal <divas@astro.psu/edi> Add to Address Book
To : ‘Manish Krishna’ <manish@krishna2002@yahoo.com>

CcC : ‘Divas sanwal’ <divas@astro psuedu>

Subject: RE Re : we met again, send details & address

Dear Manish,
How do you do ! How is life in Kanpur

I have already registered to pddv@yahoogroup using my yahoo email.

After IITK engineering, I moved to Astronomy and Astrophysics and did a
M.A. in Astronomy (yes that is a Master of Arts degree) and Ph.D. in
Astronomy in 1999 from university of Texas at Austin. After that I joined
here at Penn State as postdoctoral scholar working on X-ray and optical
observations of Neutron Stars. I have worked mostly on compact dead stars
including white dwarfs and black holes, but mostly neutron stars.

You can see a picture of me and bulleted research interests at my home Page
http://www.astro.psu.edw/users/divas/

Now I am a research associate which is equivalent to a research assistant
professor in some senses. I do hot teach, only do research.

Prof. Garmire at Penn State is the Principal Investigator for the ACIS
instrument on the Chandra X-ray Observatory. I am part of the team which
built that instrument and I am also involved in calibration and maintenance
of the instrument which is among the four big instruments ever built for
NASA including the ill-fated Hubble Space Telescope. More info
http://chandra.harvard.edu/

Chandra is a X-ray telescope and I have been involved in finding problems
with the instrument that affect the science results from the telescope.

We calibrate the instrument, provide ways to mitigate the problems and
provide responses to the general users to analyze their science data.




On the research front, we do observations, analysis and interpretation. Have
been involved in some potentially exciting work and had a few Press releases
from NASA. Here is the link to one of them.

http://chandra.harvard.edu/press/02 releases/press 060602.htm1

This is sort of the thing NASA uses to sell its large budget to the general
public, so things have been made to look as a major breakthrough. In reality
science and most other things progress slowly and we are not quite sure of
the interpretation but it seems to generate lots of interest in people and
school students.

Well, the work continues and I will keep you updated. I am not sure if this is
worth the students time as in 11 and 12 standards, they are better off
preparing for competitions. If you can pass one message, it should be that
you will do good in the board exams if you do work towards a larger goal, may
be getting into IIT or medical or whatever, in that sense I think be critical
thinker. The students should think ‘WHY’ rather than just trying to get
distinction or position in the board exams. After a few years, no one cares
weather you had 70% or 80%, what matters is if you have the knowledge of
the basics and if you can you think critically through a problem and come up
with an acceptable solution. After all nothing in life is completely solved and
it should not kb= as then life becomes stagnant. The fun part is the process of

arriving at the solution and being ready to adapt and continuously improve
the solution.

So much for the philosophy, but our country and the world today need people
who can think through a problem and come up with a solution on their feet
(meaning think quickly), rather than those who have 80% or more.

I am copying this email to myself as I would like to read it again after a few
days, I have not edited anything here after writing and those are the best
words which come from down there.

Best regards.
Divas
(1988 Batch)
*
THE BEST IS YET TO BE

—BROWNING
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THOUGHT IS IMMORTAL

— Ashish Jog (1983 Batch)

I am trying to reproduce some excerpts from the speech of Respected Shri
Om Shankar Ji, delivered during the Yug Bharti Meet in Delhi on 11th
January 2004. I think it may guide us in resolving the current dilemma.

“During the ancient period, the role of the educational institutions was to
impart a direction to the society. How this larger role got confined to being a
mere tool for making money is a different subject and would need a separate
discussion.”

“T would advise all of you to start writing to express your thoughts on a
regular basis. You can write on any issue you feel strongly about. You may
find it difficult in the beginning but I am sure with persistence you can
inculcate this habit. You can write to anyone you know your friends,
relatives or teachers. You can also write to me ...” .

“You must recognize the power of the thought. A thought never dies. If the
conditions are not favourable, it may lay dormant for some time. But it will
rise again ...” '

-
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BUCK UP ! YUG-BHARTI

—Yagyadatta Mishra - 1998 Batch
Texas Instruments, Bangalore

In one year, the way things has taken shape in Yug-Bharti is wonderous.

I have one of the highest regards for this group. The vibrancy in thoughts, in
relationships is incomparable.

I'have got a lot of affection from pddv Delhi parivar and I never felt that I am
out of home. Our Alumni Association is being very active (Many thanks to
those who took Initiative in this regard). I would go to saying that extent
that this Association is the best I am part of. In one year we organised four
meetings in Delhi.

My friends of other colleges are surprised.

Not only this I have learnt a lot from the Sunday meetings of Yug-Bharti in
Kanpur during the past one year.

Great applause to Rajesh Garg bhaiya (Batch 1975) and his team for the
students help, which members are doing through Sunday meetings.

I am very happy that senior members have devoted their precious time for
this. We have benefited a lot.

| This all has come from our Vidyalaya. I am fortunate to be a student there.
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Meeting Series

Meetings in Delhi
1. June9 2003 Sunday (Samkalp karyalaya) 25 members present.
2. 12th October 2003 Sunday (Deen Dayal Shodh Samsthan) 15 Members present,
3. 1lth January 2004 (Deen Dayal Shodh Samsthan) A family get together Around 120
members were present.
4. 28th March 2004 (Ghaziabad) (house of Vijay Mittal Ji)

5. 20th June 2004 (Noida) (house of Anupam Trivedi Ji (82))- 20 members Present.
Meetings in Kanpur

1. Sunday Meeting Series

2. Doctor’s Meeting

3. Holi Milan Samaroch

4. Family Get-togethers

a. Election Day
b. 15th August 2004
Meeting in TITK

18th Feb 2004 in IITK, Students of IITK, Student of Vidyalaya and Alumni
Members of Kanpur and Delhi were present.

Remarkable Sunday Meeting

From : Manish Krishna manish krishna 2002@yahoo.com

Date : Mon Jun 21, 2004 10:01 pm

Subject : 20-06-04, PUNAR-JAGARAN Meeting No. - 16 at Kanpur
(Main focus : selection of record IITK students)

Timings : 09:30-11:30 am

Place : Pustakalaya (Vidyalaya)

Participants : 20 Alumni members and 6 recently selected students.
Words of encouragement from present

members :

Abhay Ji = Prasanna & Gauravanvit.

Rajiv Ji = Give guidance to present students, u can guide much better
Shailendra = Keep meeting present students & concentrate on improving English.

Alok Ji = Even after 20 years i've feeling for vidyalaya, it’s a kind of asset for me. May
Ishwar keep the same attachment for u too. Try to give even 1% what u've got from
VIDYALAYA.

Virendra Ji = To keep own identity in IIT can be good.
Those who feel attached to VIDYALAYA r special. It is rare who have such attachment.

Ajay Ji = u all will get due attention & care from your elders, if u will link up with
YUG-BHARTI.




From :; “Kumar, Neeraj/ (CAP, ACOE/)”

I like Sachin Ji’s idea that congratulations from alumni should be prominently
displayed on vidyalay notice board.

I have a few ideas :

1. There should be two pieces :

(a) A formal citation in Hindi (well worded and printed in colour) from Yug Bharti.
Manish Ji. you may like to propose this in the next Sunday meeting.

(b) Congratulations from pddv yahoo group.

This can be a joint congratulations or a collection from individuals in their own words.
Advantage in individual congrats is that below each, there’ll be the member’s name,
batch, his current area of work/company, and his place.

In an informal way, this will give the current students a good idea of the spread of
alumni Language could be at individual’s discretion, Hindi, English, Hindi in roman
script, whatever-

If we can compile and post this before vidyalay opens in July, it'd be great !

GE Consumer Finance, Cube 4074

4125, Windward Plaza

Alpharetta GA 30005 USA

Office : 678-518-2197

Hotel : 770-664-1300, Room 327

Mobile : 847-477-6565

Mail : Neeraj Kumar@geind ge.com.

| FROM : “yashwant deshmukh” yashwant@teamcvoter.com 1991

Date : Sat Aug 14, 2004 1507 pm

Subject : this is some group

well, time for something to share.

i am member of so many e-groups, professional, non-professional, even 5 alumni groups
(having studied in 3 schools and 2 colleges), but this one is the best so far. i love reading
the discussions, creative ideas and debates (like the one on the national anthem), all

these show that this group is vibrant and living. 1 have found the postings on all other
groups are either very very personal or very very serious kind of stuff.

but this one seems to be right balance, my personal regards to all who are so keen to be
active on this one.

warmest regards.
yashwant
yashwant deshmukh team evoter

179 /1, kishna garh,aruna asaf ali marg.vasant kunj
new delhi- 110070
www.teamecevoter.com
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Praveen = Happy feelings about your success. But do not forget you VIDYALAYA. Amit
= Here u can meet many persons of different fields.

Dinesh Ji = Do not be a selling item for Coaching—mahdi + Keep yourself safe in the new
institute.

Vivek Vidyarthi = Expression very sharp weapon. Learn better expression. As far as
hitch for English is concern in the new instituion, ATMA KEE PAKAD BANAYEN
BHASHA PAR.

Vijay Ji = Set new standards & get success.

OM SHANKAR JI =

1. YUG-BHARTI members should have a SAMAJONMUKHI-Vision.
2. Keep away AHANKAR.

3. Set your GOAL

like players do in KHO-KHO, they run for one target.

4. KEEP eating GOOD & HEALTHY FOOD + Have good VICHAR + KEEP GOOD
COMPANY = Surely you'll get success.

5. SHABD AVINASHI HOTEY HAIN, ATAH SOCH-SAMAJH KAR BOLIYEGA
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE DAY :

1. All 6 said they’ll join e-group as desired by Shailendra (95).

2. OM Ji agreed on our long awaited desire for PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT
through ENGLISH SPEAKING.

Enough of it. Thanks for reading so patiently
PRANAM ;

manish krishna-88

On record selections in IIT

Participants

Manish Krishna manish krishna 2002@yahoo.com 1988
“yashwant deshmukh” < yashwant@teamc voter.com> 1990
“Shailendra Gupta” gshailumass@yahoo.com 1995
“saurabh srivastava” < saura 78@ hotmail.com >

Vipin Shukla <vipin shukla 2001@ yahoo.com>1989

From :“Sachin Mohan” sachinm@rocketmail.com 1990

Excellent News !

And Thanks alot Manish Ji for sharing it with us !

Congratulations to all the students who achieved success this year.
And good luck to others with a message that don’t get disheartened.
Prepare more and you will succeed !

Is it possible to print out these congratulations and paste it on a notice board at
vidyalaya ? It would be a good morale booster for all of the students to see that their
alumni brothers care for them !
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