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YUG-PRABHA SUDOKU-1

—Praveen Agarwal

6 2 9 7
41 2 9 3
8 7 S 2 5
9 6| 4 i 8
7 6
2 AN R R g
2 9 6
8 7
3 610 7 21 8 4

Fill in the grid so that every horizontal row, every vertical column and every
3% 3 box contains the digits 1 to 9, without repeating the numbers in the
same row, column or box.
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Answer
Biology
Climb
Carriage
Disease
Diet

Decent
Diary
Epistle
Finished
Gymnastics
Guinea
Hurricane
Insurance
Initial
Morale
Rendezvous
Video

Veil

Zero

QEl TR HEEYT WIT-2

TE! SR
ST
15 ST

gz

=fter
FYATH

i

The innocent and the beautiful, have no enemy but time.

*

—Udiu] AT

W.B. Yeats
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THE SUPREME TRUTH

—Vikas Agrawal
From : “pawan srivastava”--pksri@rediffmail.com---
To: pddv@yahoogroups.com
Sent: Saturday, August 28, 2005 7:22 AM
Subject : [pddv] Happy Janmasstami: Who is Lord Krishna ?

The Rig Veda I 164.46 states “Ekam sat vipra bahuddha vadanti”. This means “GOD
(TRUTH :15 one & sages call him by many different names”.

Question arises whois this Supreme Truth ?

In Vedic texts Lord Krishna has been deseribed as one Supreme Truth and the -ource of
incarnation of all other divine figures.

It is the Vedic literature that most clearly reveals the nature andidentity of the Absolute
Truth or Supreme Personality. As with many of the Vedic texts, they begmn to reveal this
identity with ints that show how the Absolute is a person from which everythmg else
origmates. One such reference is the first and second verses of the Vedanta Sutras. The first
verse states simply that “Now one should enquire into the Brahamn.” This means that now
that yvou have attained a human body, you should use vour intelligence to discover swwhat is
really spiritual and whatis the Absolute Truth. Then the second verse begins to explain what
is this Absolute Truth. “He from whom everything originates is the Absolute.” Thus. as it
refers to"He”, the source of all that exists the ultimate point of creation. is a person.

The Katha Upanishad (2.2.9) relates in like manner; “As with fire-the one original flame
expands itself throughout the world by producing many more separate flames; similarly, the
one Supreme Soul, whe resides in every jiva, enters this cosmos and expands Himself in
replica images known as pratibimba, or thejivas " Thus, herein we have further confirmation
thatthe Lord exists outside ofthe created universe. _

So who is this Being from whom all else is created ? Much more information is suplied from
numerous Vedic sources. For example, the early Rig-Veda (1.22.20-21) relates that Lord
Vishnu/Krishnais that Supreme Being, the Absolute Truth whose lotus feet all the demigods
arealways eager tosee. His mostsublime region is only visible to those endowed with spiritual
vision, accessed by ever-vigilant devotion.

The Rig-veda continues elsewhere (1.154. 4-5): “Him whose three places that are filled with
sweetness and imperishable joy, who verily alone upholds the threefold, the earth, the
heaven, and all living beings. May I attain to His well-loved mansion where men devoted to
the Gods are happy. For there springs the well ofhoney [or Soma] in Vishnu’s higheststep.”
The Svetasvatara Upanishad has a similar verse. “No one is superior to Him, nothing is
smaller or larger than Him. He is the one Supreme Being (purusha), who has created

everything complete. On his planet. He is situated like a steadfast tree, emanating great
effulgence.”

As it is explained in the Caitafiya-caritamrita (Adi. 2.106). Lord Krishna is the original
primeval Lord, the source of all other expansions. All the revealed scriptures accept Sri
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Krishna as the Supreme Lord. Furthermore (Ce. Adi 2.24-26), it goes on to relate that Lord
Krishna Himself is the one undivided Absolute Truth and ultimate reality. he manifests in
three features, namely the Brahman, Paramatmaand Bhagavan (the Supreme
Personality). The Svetasvatara Upamshad ¢5.4) also explains that the Supreme Being.
Lord Krishna, is worshipable by evervone: the one adorable God. repository of all zoodness
ruler of all creatures, born from the womb jin His pastime of Lord Krishnaj. for He 1g
etemally present in all loving beings [as Supersoul]. Furthermore, it states (3.8 I have
realized this transcendental Personality of Godhead who shines mostbrilliantly like the sun
beyond all darkness. Only by realizing Him one goes beyond the cycle of birth and deaths.
Absolutely there is no other means to get God-realization.”

The Svetasvatara Upanishad (5.6) further elaborates that Lord Krishna is the topmost of all
the gods. “He is the most esoteric aspect hidden in the Upanishads which form the essence
of the Vedas. Brahma knows Him as the source of himself as well as the Vedas. The gods like
Shiva and the seers of the ancient, like Vamadeva rishi realizing Him, ever became
dovetailed in His service and therefore they naturaily became immortal.” And m (6.7 it
continues. “Let us take our final resort at Him who is the Transcendent and the only
adorable Lord of the universe, who is the highest Deity over all the deities, the Supreme
Ruler of all rulers- Him let us know as the Paramount Divinity.”

The Gopala Tapani Upanishad, which is about Gopala or Krishna. is quite clear on this
point, and naturally has numerous verses that explain the nature of the Absolute Truth and
Lord Krishna. A few of such verses include the following. “Brahma with s full awareness
emphatically said, ‘Sri Krishna is the Supreme Divinity. (1.3) He who meditates on Sri
Krishna, serves Him with unalloyed devotion and [makes His transcen(‘ientnl senses
gratified by engaging one’s own spiritual senses in] rendering service to Him-all of then:
become immortal and attain the summum bonum, or perfection of life. (1,107 S1i Krishna is
that Supreme Divinity as the Paramount Etemal Reality among all other sentient beings
and the Fountain-source of consciousness to all conscious beings. He is the only reality
without a second but as a Supersoul dwelling in the cave of the hearts of all beings He
rewards them in acerodance with their respective actions in life. Those men of intuitive
wisdom who serve Him with loving devotion surely attain the highest perfection of life.
Whereas those who do not do so never gain this highest beatitude of their lives. (1.22) This
Sri Krishna who is most dear to you all is the cause of all causes. He is the efficient cause of
the creation of the universe as well as the superintending force for propelling the jiva souls.
Therefore, although He is the enjoyver as well as the Lord of all sacrifices. He is ever
atmarama, self-satisfied.” (2.17) .

So, summarily, as it is explained and concluded in a variety of Vedic texts, Lord Krishna is
the supreme Personality of Godhead. In other words, as it is said in Sanskrit. krsnas tu
bhagavan svayam, Krishna is the source of all other incarnations and forms of God. He is
the ultimate and end of all Truth and philosophical enquiry, the goal or end result of
Vedanta. He is the all-attractive personality and source of all pleasure for which we are
always hankering. He is the origin from which everything else manifests. He 1g the
unlimited source of all power, wealth, fame, beautyv, wisdom, and renunciation. Thus, no one
is greater than Him. Since Krishna is the source of all living beings. He is also considered
the Supreme Father and source of all worlds. He is shown with a blue or blackish
complexion. This represents absolute, pure consciousness, which also is unconditional love.
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Krishna is the embodiment of love. He is also sat-chit-ananda vigrada, which means the
form of eternal knowledge and bliss.

The reason why the Lord 1s called “Krishna”is explained in a book known as the Sri Chaitany
Upanishad, which is connected with the Athava-veda. In vese twelve it 1s explamed. “These
thee names of the Supeme Lod (Hai, Kishna and Rama) maybe explainedin the followine way
:(1)‘Hart means ‘He whounties [harati] the knot of material desire in the hearts of the living
entities’, (2)

Krishna'is divided into two syllables ‘kish’and ‘na’. ‘Krish’ means He who attracts the minds
of all living entities’, and ‘na’ means ‘the supreme tanscendental pleasure’ These two
syllables combine to become the name ‘Krishna’, and (3) ‘Rama’ means ‘He who delights
[ramayati] all living entities’, and it also menas ‘He who is full of transcendental bliss™ The
maha-mantra consists of the repetition of these names of the Supreme Lord.” In this way,
Krishna's names represent His character and qualities, which, in this case. means the
greatestand all attractive transcendental pleasure.

So, as we further our investigation of the identity of Sri Krishna in the Vedic literature,
especially the Bhagavad-gita. Srimad-Bhagavatam. Vishnu Purana, Brahma-samhita, and
many others, we find that they are full of descriptions of Lord Krishna as the Supreme Being.
These actually can help us understand the nature of God regardless of which religion we may
affiliate ourselves with. Solet us find out more about God from these descriptions.

The Brihadaranyaka Upanishad says, purnam idam purnatpurnam udacyate: “Although He
expandsin many ways, He keeps His original personality. His original spiritualbody remains
asitis.” Thus, we can understand that God can expand His energies in many ways, but is not
affected or diminished in His potency.

The invocation mantra of the Srilshopanishad says something similar:

Om purnam adah purnam idam

purnat purnam udachyvate

purnasya purnam adaya

purnam evavashishyate

This menas, in essence, that the Supreme Beings completeand perfect, and whatever is
expanded from His energies is also complete and does not take away from His potencies in
any way. He remains as He is, the complete whole and the complete balance,

The Svetasvatara Upanishad (6.6) also states: “The supreme Personality of Godhead, the
original person, has multifarious energies. He is the origin of material creation, and itis due to
Him only that everything changes. He is the protector of religion and annihilator of all sinfal
activities. He is the master of all opulences.” This verse specifically points out that aiily due to
God’s multipotencies does the world continue to change and be maintained. He also protects
religion, which could not be done if He were impersonal or without form. This is only logical
since it takes a person to watch over, protect, or maintain anything.

In the Katha Upanishad (2.2.13) there is the important verse; nityo nityanam chetanas
chetananam eko bahunam yo vidadhati kaman. “He is the supreme eternally conscious
person who maintains all other living entities.” So. this Supreme Person is the Absclute
Truth, as confirmed in the Caitanya-caritamrita (Adi 7.111): “According to direct
understanding, the Absolute Truth is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who has all
spiritual opulences. No one canbe equal to or greater than Him,”
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The Svetasvatara Upanishad (4.7-8) goes on to describe that, “The Supreme Lord is He whois
referred to by the mantras of the Rig-veda, who resides in the topmost, eternal sky, and who
elevates His saintly devotees to share that same positicn. Onewho has d eveloped pure love for
Him and realizes His uniqueness then appreciates His glories and is freed from sorrow. What
further good can the Rig mantras bestow on one who knows that Supreme Lord ? Allwho come
to know Him achieve the supreme destination.”

This is further corroborated in the Katha Upanishad (2.3.8-9) wherein it sav : “Bevond the
Brahmajyvoity (nirguna or formless Brahman of the monist) there is the Great Purusha WALz
Purushottama God who is all-pervading (as the Brahmajoiti) and without anv empirical
attributes, but having sat-chit-ananda-transcendental embediment. He who realizes this
Purushottama-tattva is finally liberated. Attaining a spiritual bodv he renders eternal
service to the Purushottama [Supreme Being]. The Transcendental personahitv of Godhead is
beyond the purview of occult vision. But He can be apprehended through a pure fransparent
mind imbibed with intuitive wisdom born out of unalloved devotional practices u the very
core of one’s own unstinted heart-those who have really got such a vasion have eained final
beatitude.”

Additional references further describe how Lord Krishna exists bevond the impersonal
Brahman. The Svetasvatara Upanishad (6.7-8) velates that. “The Supreme Lord is the
controller of all other controllers and He is the greatest of all the diverse planetary leaders.
Everyone is under His control. All entities are delegated with particular power only by the
Supreme Lord, they are not supreme themselves. He is also worshipable by all denugods and
is the supreme director ofall directors. Therefore, Heis transcendentalto ail kinds ofmaterial
leaders and controllers and is worshipable by all. Thereisno one grcater than Hi my, and He is
the supreme cause ofallcauses. He doesnot possesa bodily form like that of an ovdmary Living
entity. There is no difference between His body and His soul He i3 absolute [pure
consciousness]. All His senses are transcendental. Any one of His senses can perform the
action of any other sense. Therefore, no one is greater than Him or ccual to Him, His potencies
are mulfifatious. and thus His deeds are automatically performed as a natural sequence.”
The Chandogya Upanishad (3.17.6-7) goes on to relate the need to become aware and focused
on the Supreme Bemg. Sri Krishna. “Ghor'a Angihasa rishi advised his cisciple that he should
mvoke Bhagavan Sri Krishna, the Son of Devakidevi [devakiputral. by repeating this triad
thinkng as if death s sitting upon his shoulder. “Thou art the Indestrucuble; Thou art the
Unchangeable. Thou art the very Substratum that enlivens the entive universe.” On
culturing this he [the disciple] became free from desires. On this pomtthere are twoadditional
Rig verses.

“The hight(Grace) that comes from the Primeval Fountain-Source dispels darvkness ofillusion
likke thie morning sun dispelling the night darkness. {This is also found in Rig-veda 8.6.30] The
Primeval Fountain-Source from Whom light (Grace) comes which dispels darkness viz..
ulusion ot the soul like the morning sun dispels the darkness of the mght and shines forth far
bevond the universe. When we perceive that most Effulgent Highest Purusha «Supreme
Pevson:dwelling in the world of Transcendent attain Him, the most Effulgent One Whois the
God ofull gods. Wein ecstaticjoy proclaim, ‘Yea. we have attained Him. Yea, we have attained
the summum bonum oflife-Yea, the final beatitude in life.” {Thisis also found in the Rig-veda
1.54.10]

in the Bhagavad-gita (10.12-13) Arjuna also explaints that Lord Krishna is the Supreme
Brahman, the ultimate, the supreme abode and purifier, the Absolute Truth and the eternal
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divine person. He is the primal God, transcendental and original, the unbern and
all-pervading beauty. All the great sages such as Narada. Asita, Devala, and Vvasa proclaim
this.

He goes on to say that Krishna is the original Personality, the Godhead. He is the only
sanctuary of the manifested material world. He knows evervthing andis all thatis knowable.
He is above the matieral modes. With limitless form. He pervades the whole cosmie
manifestation (Bg 11.38) Krishna is the father of the complete cesmic manifestation, the
worshipable chief and spiritual master. No one 1s equal fo Him, nor can anyene be one wath
Him. Heisimmeasurable. (Bg. 11.43)

Since Chapter One of this book has already established the superior revelatory nature of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam in relating the character and qualities of Loxd Krishna. naturally we
will have to glean the verses within it to get a clearer view of who is Lord Krishna. Why is this
the case ? Because other scriptures may ai- relate the nature of God, and even diseuss Lord
Krishna's pastimes, but do so with whar - ald be said is a reporter’s view, simply and
impartially stating the facts. But the Srimad Bhagavatamrelatesthe pastimes and qualities
of Lord Krishna from a participant’s perspective. Thus, the neactar that can only come from
the deep involvement of the associate and devotee is relaved within the vibrations of those
verses. However, the receptivity of this nectar depends on two things oneis the qualities of the
receiver and how open or faithful the person is to such high thonghts and vibrations, and the
otheris whether the ecstasies within the message of the Bhagavatam get perverted or spoiled
from the misinterpretation of a disbeliever or speculator who impreperls writers or speals
the message,

It 15 like a light bulb being properly wired to the power house. Unless the lioht bulb is
appropriately wired and works favorably, there will notbe light. Similavly, uniess the speaker
and receiver of the message of the Bhagavatam are properly connected with favourable and
unalloyed consciousness, the purity of the message will not manifest.

Se, as we getinto the Stimad-Bhagavatam, we find that the very first verse summarizes Lord
Krishna's position. “O my Lord, Sri Krishna, son of Vasudeva, O all-pervading Personality of
Godhead, I offer my respectful obeisances unto You. I mediatate on Lord Sri Krishna because
He is the Absolute Truth and the primeval cause of all causes of the creation, sustenance and
destruction of the manifested universes. He is directly and indirectly conscious of all
manifestations, and He is independent because there iz no other cause bevond Him. It is He
only who first imparted the Vedic knowledge unto the heart of Brahmaii, the original living
being. By Him even the great sages and demigods are placed into illusion ... Only because of
Him do the maternal universes, temporarily manifested bv the reactions of the three modes of
nature, appear factual, although they are unreal. i therefore meditate npon Hum. Lord Sri
Krishna, who is eternally existentin the transcendental abode, which is forever free from the
illusory representations of the material world. I meditate upon Him, for He 1s the Absoiute
Truth.”

Later, when Uddhava visits Vrindavana, he talks with Nanda Mahavaga and expiaims things
in a similar way: “Nothing can be said to exist independent of Lord Acvuta-nothing heard or
seen, nothing in the past, present or future, nothing moving or unmoving. great or small, He
mdeed is everything, for He is the Supreme Soul.” (Bhag. 10.46.43)

These have been a few of the verses in the Vedic texts which explam the position of the
Supreme Being but what does Lord Krishnasay ?

*

(23)




GENEROSITY
—Krishna Kumar Shukla (1997)
Mahatma Gandhi went from city to city, village to village collecting funds
for the Charkha Sangh. During one of his tours he addressed a meeting in Orissa.

After his speech a poor old woman got up. She was bent with age, her hair was grey
and her clothes wére in tatters. The volunteers tried to stop her,

but she fought her way to the place where Gandhiji was sitting. “I must see him
she insisted and going up to Gandhiji touched his feet.

Then from the folds of her sari she brought out a copper coin and placed it at his feet.
Gandhiji picked up the copper coin and put it away carefully.

The Charkha Sangh funds were under the charge of Jamnalal Bajaj. He asked—
Gandhij: for the coin but Gandhiji refused. “T keep cheques worth thousands.

of rupees for the Charkha Sangh,” Jamnalal Bajaj said laughingly “vet you 5
won't trust me with a copper coin.”

“This copper coin is worth much more than those thousands.” Gandhiji said.

“If a man has several lakhs and he gives away a thousand or two. it doesn’t mean
much.

But this coin was perhaps all that the poor woman possessed. She gave me all she
had. That was very generous of her. What a great sacrifice she made.

E

That is why I value this copper coin more than a crore of rupees.’

(24)



< - gn-l
e, - 7 % .
« ! 3t weer)
)




